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The Abraham Initiatives 

As Israel approaches na.onal elec.ons, The Abraham Ini.a.ves (TAI) is priori.zing Arab civic par.cipa.on as 
essen.al to an inclusive democracy. In the new reality shaped by October 7th, characterized by rising polariza.on, 
declining trust and a prevalent sense of insecurity within Arab society, TAI is implemen.ng an evidence-based 
strategy that combines research, local leadership, advocacy, communica.ons, and coali.on building in order to 
strengthen Arab par.cipa.on in the democra.c electoral process as the na.onal elec.ons draw near. 

Poli%cal Par%cipa%on, Representa%on, and Democra%c Inclusion in 2026 

With the approaching Knesset elec.ons, poli.cal par.cipa.on and representa.on became a central focus of TAI’s 
work in 2026. What began as a smaller exploratory effort evolved into a major strategic priority centered on 
increasing Arab voter turnout, strengthening Arab poli.cal representa.on, and reinforcing the legi.macy of Arab 
par.es as coali.on partners with Zionist par.es. At the same .me, TAI has broadened its target audiences to 
include Arab municipal leaders, poli.cal par.es, elec.on oversight bodies, journalists, and na.onal decision-
makers. 

Work has unfolded against a backdrop of intensifying structural pressures on Arab society: discriminatory 
planning, chronic municipal underinvestment, budget dependency, rising violent crime, and targeted cuts to local 
authority funding. Together, these pressures have made the upcoming elec.ons feel all the more consequen.al 
for Arab ci.zens and their local leadership. 

Research Founda%on: Understanding the Barriers to Par%cipa%on 

TAI’s strategy is grounded in two complementary research efforts. The first, Existen(al Vote: Arab Local Leaders’ 
Percep(ons of Knesset Elec(ons, was conducted by TAI’s Director of Research and Evalua.on Shani Payes 
together with Galilee Society researcher Amir Odeh. Completed in March 2026, the study examined how Arab 
local authority heads understand their role in encouraging Arab civic par.cipa.on in na.onal elec.ons. 

Following the comple.on of a database of 67 Arab local leaders, the study used a qualita.ve design based on 
semi-structured, in-depth interviews with 14 Arab mayors and heads of local authori.es. Interviewees were 
purposively selected to reflect geographic and poli.cal diversity across the north, the Triangle, and the south, 
with affilia.ons ranging from independent local lists to par.es such as Hadash, Balad, and the Southern Branch 
of the Islamic Movement. 

The central finding was that local leaders view the upcoming elec.ons as existen.ally different from previous 
cycles. Community safety, municipal resources, and long-term demographic security are understood to be 
genuinely at stake. This urgency is intensified by a severe municipal crisis, as local authori.es struggle with 
government budget freezes and a 15% reduc.on in dedicated development programs, including Government 
Resolu.on 550, which many leaders described as essen.al for basic municipal func.oning. 



Findings revealed a complex landscape of poli.cal despair and structural barriers that have historically 
suppressed voter turnout. Eighty-five percent of interviewees cited lack of trust in their ability to influence 
government policy as a primary driver of voter apathy, while 69% expressed licle confidence in Arab Members of 
Knesset. A further 38% pointed to physical and psychological barriers at polling sta.ons, including the isola.on of 
unrecognized villages and a pervasive sense of aliena.on. Leaders emphasized that low turnout reflects 
accumulated frustra.on and a perceived absence of tangible results, rather than civic indifference. 

Despite this disillusionment, interviewees iden.fied the unprecedented surge in violent crime as a poten.al 
catalyst for what they termed “defensive vo.ng.” The threat posed by the current government, combined with 
the withholding of cri.cal resources, was seen as capable of mobilizing communi.es in ways that conven.onal 
poli.cal appeals have not. To translate this mo.va.on into turnout, 92% of leaders recommended shiiing away 
from high-level media campaigns toward direct grassroots engagement in homes, mosques, and community 
circles, rebuilding trust through personal contact and framing the ballot as a vital instrument for securing safety 
and infrastructure. 

The most unequivocal finding concerned electoral structure: all interviewees agreed that a united Arab electoral 
list would be the single most important factor in boos.ng turnout. Leaders argued that poli.cal fragmenta.on 
prevents them from mobilizing their communi.es openly and effec.vely. 

Mobilizing Young Arab Voters 

TAI’s second major research effort focused on young Arab ci.zens aged 18 to 34. Based on a February 2026 
survey of 614 respondents, the study projected es.mated voter turnout of 58.8% to 61.9% among this 
demographic, iden.fying young Arabs as a cri.cal target audience capable of significant poli.cal influence under 
the right condi.ons. 

The survey found that 57% of young respondents believe Jewish-Arab coopera.on can lead to meaningful 
change through na.onal poli.cs, while also expec.ng concrete plans and commitments from Arab par.es. This 
sense of efficacy is rooted in a deep desire for transforma.on shaped by experiences of insecurity and 
discrimina.on. The findings suggest that the principal challenge is not genera.ng mo.va.on but transla.ng 
exis.ng mo.va.on into the act of vo.ng.  

Poli%cal Partnership and the Fight Against Exclusion 

In the run-up to the an.cipated 2026 elec.ons, TAI also responded to efforts by major Zionist par.es to 
delegi.mize Arab poli.cal partnership. In January, Benny Gantz launched a high-profile campaign posi.oning his 
party against the inclusion of Arab par.es, most prominently Ra’am, in any future coali.on. The campaign 
promoted a “na.onal unity government” without Ra’am, sugges.ng that reliance on Arab party support could 
jeopardize na.onal security and cabinet func.onality. 

TAI responded through both social and tradi.onal media, challenging the normaliza.on of Arab poli.cal 
exclusion and reframing partnership with Arab par.es as a democra.c necessity. Director of Public Affairs Yanal 
Jabarin published an op-ed on January 14 .tled The Gantz Campaign: The Poli(cs of Exclusion Under the Guise of 
“Statesmanship”, and TAI con.nued to advance a broader public argument that excluding Arab par.es 
undermines democra.c credibility and weakens the possibility of shared civic governance. 



From Research to Poli%cal Momentum 

In January 2026, tens of thousands gathered in Sakhnin in one of the largest Arab community mobiliza.ons in 
recent memory, driven by grassroots fury over the violent crime devasta.ng Arab society. TAI played a deliberate 
facilita.ve role in the aiermath, with survey data directly shaping discussions within the Arab Supreme Follow-
Up Commicee on poli.cal unity. 

TAI Co-CEO Amnon Be’eri-Sulitzeanu published an op-ed in the Times of Israel linking rising violence to the 
impera.ve for poli.cal unifica.on, while carefully preserving TAI’s neutrality as a facilitator. Although 
unprecedented four-party discussions took place in February, unifica.on has not yet materialized. This makes the 
survey’s findings on grassroots engagement, crime, and budget discrimina.on even more cri.cal as na.onal 
elec.ons approach. 

Policy Publica%ons and Parliamentary Influence 

Alongside its research and public advocacy, TAI maintained an ac.ve and consequen.al parliamentary presence 
throughout the repor.ng period, despite disrup.ons caused by the war with Iran, the Passover holiday, and the 
Knesset recess. Its public policy work translated field knowledge and research into concrete interven.ons before 
legislators, government officials, and civil-society partners. 

TAI’s publica.ons addressed the 2026 budget’s impact on Arab society, the ongoing crime vic.ms report, public 
opinion five years aier Opera.on Guardian of the Walls, acacks on Arab public officials since 2019, Arab-Jewish 
joint work in the healthcare system, cuts to Tkadum and Government Resolu.ons 550 and 1834, and the 
proposed subordina.on of the Department for Inves.ga.on of Police Officers to the Ministry of Jus.ce. 

These policy materials were distributed to TAI’s full mailing list, presented in mee.ngs with Members of Knesset 
and senior ministry officials, and used by partner coali.ons opposing harmful budget cuts. TAI also hosted a 
Knesset press briefing for families of crime vic.ms following the publica.on of its annual crime and violence 
report, bringing the human dimension of the crisis directly into the parliamentary arena. 

During the period, TAI appeared before Knesset commicees on the integra.on of Arab teachers into the Hebrew 
educa.on system, policing and law enforcement in mixed ci.es, the spread of violence through social media, the 
responsibility of technology companies and authori.es to protect Arab society, the impact of cuts to 
Government Resolu.on 550 on young people, and the implica.ons of Zvi Sukkot’s visit to Tuba. These 
appearances posi.oned TAI as a trusted source of research, policy exper.se, and civil-society perspec.ve. 

Media Reach and Public Discourse 

TAI achieved broad public visibility during the repor.ng period. By June, our Facebook ac.vity reached 1.6 
million views across 82 posts, with a total audience of 400,000 unique viewers. This digital reach was reinforced 
by a steady stream of op-eds, analyses, interviews, and media appearances in major Hebrew, Arabic, and English-
language outlets. 

Through these interven.ons, TAI consistently elevated the importance of Arab poli.cal par.cipa.on, democra.c 
inclusion, Arab-Jewish partnership, and the urgent need to confront the violence crisis in Arab society. Media 
coverage also amplified TAI’s policy work on government budgets, an.-crime strategies, acacks on Arab elected 
officials, and civil-society advocacy. 



Arabic Language and Culture Courses 

TAI also invested in deeper cultural and linguis.c understanding among journalists and poli.cal actors. During 
the repor.ng period, we delivered Arabic language and culture courses designed to equip par.cipants with the 
knowledge and contextual awareness needed to engage more effec.vely with Arab society and its issues. A 
beginner-level course for journalists from Ynet and Yedioth Ahronoth included 10 hours of Zoom sessions and 
parliamentary advisors par.cipated in a 10-hour Zoom course, building on a first cohort that completed a similar 
course in 2024. MK Yoav Segalovitch also completed an individual eight-session Zoom course and a course 
planned for members of the Journalists’ Associa.on was postponed and is expected to begin shortly. 

 

Taken together, TAI’s work during the repor.ng period reflects a coherent strategic response to a defining 
poli.cal moment. Through research, grassroots insight, policy advocacy, media engagement, parliamentary 
interven.on, and educa.onal programming, TAI has worked to strengthen Arab civic par.cipa.on, challenge 
poli.cal exclusion, and advance a more democra.c and shared future. As the 2026 elec.ons approach, the 
organiza.on is posi.oned not only to analyze the barriers facing Arab ci.zens, but also to help build the trust, 
partnerships, and prac.cal pathways needed to overcome them. 

 


