Statement by the Abraham Initiatives on Jewish Terror in the West Bank

The Abraham Initiatives calls on the Israeli government and law-enforcement authorities to immediately
stop the acts of terror carried out by Jews in the West Bank. These actions, including the murder of
Palestinians, severe violence and harm to both people and property, are not isolated incidents but part
of a sustained and organized pattern.

The Abraham Initiatives warns that this terrorism is intended to ignite the West Bank and lead to a
broader escalation, while deepening the pain, anger, and concern among Arab citizens of Israel and
harming the fabric of relations between them and Jewish citizens of the state. At the same time, its aim
is to make life unbearable for Palestinian residents in their communities, push them from their homes
and lands, and thereby effectively advance a policy of transfer.

It must be emphasized: Jewish terrorism - and terrorism of any kind - poses a serious threat to the
shared future of Jews and Palestinians in this land.

The Abraham Initiatives further stresses that violent settlers are exploiting the wartime situation and the
public and security attention focused on other arenas in order to intensify their attacks and operate with
a sense of impunity.

This reality does not occur in a vacuum. The government - or at least elements within it - includes voices
that encourage or justify this violent conduct. State authorities and the security establishment must
immediately change course, act decisively to stop the violence, protect innocent civilians and bring those
responsible to justice

Background to the Statement and Updated Numbers

Since the outbreak of the war with Iran in late February 2026, settler violence in the West Bank has
reached a new and alarming extreme. In the first ten days alone, 109 incidents were documented across
62 towns, villages, and residences, including shootings, physical assaults, property destruction, and
threatening behavior. Five Palestinians were shot dead by settlers during that period, none of the
perpetrators were arrested, and settlers have been widely reported to be exploiting the chaos of war to
seize land and accelerate the dispossession of Palestinian communities.

This is not an aberration. It is the latest peak in a trajectory that has been climbing steeply since October
7t and the war with the Gaza war. Each year has set a new record: 867 incidents of nationalist hate
crime were recorded in 2025, up 27% from 682 in 2024, making it a two-decade high in which armed
settlers killed nine Palestinians. The IDF has been unable or unwilling to reverse the trend. Even before
the Iran escalation, January 2026 was already alarming, with 54 incidents in the first two weeks alone, a
23% spike from the same period a year earlier. That same month, at least 694 Palestinians were forcibly
displaced from their homes, the highest monthly figure since October 2023, including an entire herding
community of 130 families in the Jordan Valley. What makes this all the more troubling is the near-total
absence of accountability. Only around 2% of documented cases since October 2023 have resulted in
indictments.




