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Arab and Jewish Women in Local Government:
Building a Shared Future Together

On October 23-24, 2025, The Abraham Initiatives, in partnership with the Shita
Institute and with support from the Jewish Women's Foundation of Metropolitan
Chicago, convened a groundbreaking seminar titled "Women at the Forefront: Shared
Responsibility in Complex Spaces." The event brought together Jewish and Arab
female council members from local authorities across Israel to foster trust-based
partnerships and strengthen pioneering women's leadership in local government.

ADiverse Gathering of Leaders

Fourteenleaders from diverse communities and backgrounds participated—representing
the full political spectrum—seasoned elected officials alongside women at the start
of their political journeys. Participants came from all parts of the country, including
Lod, Haifa, Jerusalem, the Jezreel Valley, Kfar Saba, Nof HaGalil, Gush Halav, Omer,
Umm al-Fahm, Migdal HaEmek, Tayibe, and Binyamina, creating an impressive
human, political, and geographic mosaic.

Transformative Learning and Deep Dialodue

Over the course of two intensive days, participants engaged in experiential
workshops covering resource-based regional strategic thinking, political
imagination, and practical policy advancement. They toured the Creators' Trail in
Kibbutz Yifat, meeting with two tourism entrepreneurs, graduates of TAl's tourism
incubator, who shared their personal narratives and connection to the region. The
group also met with elected officials from Ein Mahel and Nof HaGalil to advance a
joint river restoration project.

The seminar facilitated profound conversations that allowed participants to learn
from one another and understand the nuances within each community—recognizing
internal differences among Muslims, Christians, and Druze in Arab society, and
between religious, secular, and ultra-Orthodox populations, as well as left and right
political orientations, within Jewish society.

Inspiring Visions for the Future

During discussions about vision and future aspirations, participants shared inspiring
examples: An elected official from Binyamina envisioned creating an active,
sustainable partnership between Fureidis and Binyamina based on genuine regional
cooperation. An elected official from Migdal HaEmek imagined a reality where the
next mayor would be a woman, symbolizing social change and the advancement of
gender equality in the local sphere.



Navigating Complexity with Courage

Participants confronted challenging moments within the group stemming from
differences in worldviews and personal and cultural backgrounds. During the political
imagination workshop, one participant wrote about envisioning a future where the
border with Gaza is open and she can meet her family there. This sparked a complex
and emotional dialogue, yet the group successfully navigated the difficulty by
listening and through mutual respect. The participants understood that building
genuine partnership requires learning to manage complexities within the group itself
before attempting to address barriers and challenges in the external sphere.

As one participant reflected: "It was very interesting and very meaningful. Personally,
it helped me restore some hope that | had lost. Thank you. It'simportant to emphasize
that alarge part of the value came from interpersonal conversations before and after
the sessions, and it's important to leave time for them."

Another shared: "It was very meaningful, thank you all for the dialogue and openness,
continue to spread light."

Building Actionable Parmerships

The seminar laid the groundwork for focused collaborative working groups based on
participants' areas of interest and responsibility. For example, the issue of bilingual
education emerged from the pre-seminar questionnaire following concerns raised by
an elected official from Kfar Saba about Arab teaching assistants being asked by
some parents not to speak Arabic with children in kindergartens. She aims to
advance a policy that recognizes Arabic as an important educational and cultural
value - both as a tool for learning an additional language and as a foundation for
promoting shared life - and will partner with an Arab council member from Tayibe and
collaborate with organizations working in bilingual education to develop and lead
cultural competency training programs in educational institutions.

Movingd Forward Together

Plans for the group include maintaining and expanding the network to include
participants from additional communities, continuing to work with the Shita Institute,
and strengthening ongoing collaborations with municipalities. Future initiatives
include organizing study days hosted in rotation by different participants in their
respective communities, advancing joint regional tourism development, rehabilitating
shared environmental assets, and promoting bilingual education programs.

The seminar demonstrated that when women leaders from diverse backgrounds
come together with openness and commitment, they can navigate even the most
complex political and social terrain—and build the trust-based partnerships essential
for advancing shared society at the local level.



