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In recent weeks, Arab communities have seen numerous protests. Demonstrators — young men and 
women, entire families — have stood together and said: enough war, enough starvation, yes to life 
and peace. These protests should not be taken for granted: they are taking place in spite of deep 
fears among Palestinian citizens of Israel who have suffered for years from fear of the police, political 
persecution, and stigma and suspicions. 

But in the past month something has changed. Tens of thousands have crossed the barrier of fear. 

From villages and towns to mixed cities, the voices of protest have resounded. Fear of the 
government and the police have not disappeared, but they have been surmounted: the protesters 

know that danger exists, but they also understand that silence is more dangerous.  

A month ago, thousands of us stood together in Sakhnin, Arabs and Jews, and chanted "End the 

War." Yesterday, we stood in Habima Square in Tel Aviv. Over the past month, dozens of additional 

acts of protest took place in towns and cities: silent protest vigils, graffiti, lectures with experts, 

joint meetings – all part of an ongoing wave of protests that are breaching the barrier of fear and 

expanding the boundaries of political imagination. Those who led and called for these 

demonstrations in Sakhnin, Tel Aviv and elsewhere are members of the High Follow-Up Committee 

for Arab Citizens of Israel, together with peace partners and human rights organizations. This is not 

a one-time initiative, but an ongoing process that is taking us in a new direction.  

The demonstration that took place Saturday afternoon in Habima Square is an important milestone 
in this process. It was not just another rally but marked the emergence of a new camp: the growing 
Arab-Jewish peace camp. Despite police attempts to suppress the protest and restrict the organizers 

from marching on the streets of Tel Aviv, thousands came and showed that a shared voice cannot be 

silenced. 

The Arab and Jewish voices that resounded yesterday are not identical and are not symmetrical. Each 
side comes with its own pain, fears and memories – but our pain is shared, as is our destiny. We must 

internalize this quickly to bring about the change we seek. This camp has emerged thanks to the 
understanding that the continuation of the war is taking an unbearable toll on us all, that hunger, 
destruction and death in Gaza do not bring security but only continue the cycle of bloodshed and 

that a better future can only be built on just peace and true equality. 

For many years, it was believed that a large Arab-Jewish peace camp is not possible and that the gaps 
were too deep. But the reality on the streets this past month, and at Habima Square on Saturday in 

particular, proves that there is a living, growing, courageous partnership. It is a partnership born of 
pain, but it carries hope: the hope that this protest will continue to grow, break through borders and 
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rebuild the possibility of a shared life for Jews and Arabs in this country. Yet it is important to 
understand: this partnership cannot stay on the streets but must reach the Knesset, especially when 
the war is over. This is the only way to stop this government of blood and ensure a different future 

for all of us. 


