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On Sunday, July 20, 2025, a discussion was held in the Knesset's National Security Committee
regarding nationalist violence in mixed cities. To date, 147 Arab citizens of Israel have lost
their lives due to crime and violence.

Lama Yassin, our Director of the Mixed Cities Initiative, was there to testify:

"Hello everyone. I am Lama Yassin, Director of the Mixed Cities Initiative at The Abraham
Initiatives. In your opening remarks, you mentioned nationalistic violence of the minority
towards the majority. I, however, want to address the violence emanating from the other
side: specifically, that of the Jewish majority against the Arab minority. In recent months,
we have withessed an unprecedented and unacceptable escalation in violence against the
Arab population. It reached a new low when Jewish citizens applauded the death of four
Arab women in Tamra during the war (with Iran). We saw disturbing reactions on social
media as people expressed their hope that Arab settlements would be targeted by missiles
so that the Arab population would be 'diluted'. I want to know if these incidents received
any attention or action from your side."

"We see attacks on Knesset members, bus drivers in Jerusalem, and even journalists
prevented from entering areas to report for their respective channels. Yet, none of this
receives a response or genuine interest from anyone present here. And you speak about the
'noise’ of the muazzin [the Muslim call to prayer]. Using the word "noise" in such a context
is disrespectful and condescending. To the Chief of Police of the Shephelah region I would
like to say, if you are truly concerned about children being victims of violence in mixed
cities, you should take care of the criminals. This is a far more critical and significant issue
than, for example, complaints about the 'noise' at night."

"Finally, regarding criminal activity: 140 [the number has since increased to 147]
individuals have been murdered in Arab society since the beginning of the year. Just last
night in Jaffa, a mixed city, a citizen was shot and killed while sitting on a bench in a public
space. In my opinion, we are not discussing the central and crucial issues here; let's focus
on these fundamental matters and not on the muazzin."

The fabric of Israeli society cannot be repaired unless those in power take action to address
life-threatening crime and violence. The Abraham Initiatives will continue to bring this issue to
the fore until real progress is made.
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