
 

 
 

3 February 2025 
To:  MK Benjamin Netanyahu 

Prime Minister of Israel 
 

Subject:  
Demand for Permanent Appointment of the Minister of National Security 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
As of today, since the beginning of 2025, 26 Arab citizens have lost their lives due to crime 
and violence within Arab society. Six of them were killed in two shocking incidents that 
occurred in recent days in Abu Snan and Umm al-Fahm. This is a direct continuation of 
2023 and 2024, during which 574 Arab citizens were killed under similar circumstances — 
an inconceivable increase compared to previous years, reflecting a bloody reality that is 
unacceptable in a properly governed state. Currently, the Arab population, which 
constitutes approximately one-fifth of Israel’s citizens, accounts for about 80% of all 
fatalities resulting from violence. 
 
The Abraham Initiatives has been monitoring the growing phenomenon of crime and 
violence, which has escalated over the past decade. Over the last two decades, we have 
developed expertise in this field and have even contributed to shaping governmental policy 
aimed at eradicating these phenomena, as reflected in Government Resolution 549 on 
addressing crime and violence in Arab society. 
 
The tenure of Minister Itamar Ben Gvir has severely damaged the Arab public’s trust in the 
police and the law enforcement system. The newly appointed Minister will need to restore 
this trust. During Ben Gvir’s term, efforts that had begun earlier to curb crime and violence 
in Arab society were halted — government programs were discontinued or altered, 
budgets were cut, and priorities were shifted. The frequency and nature of recent murders 
indicate that the handling of this issue has been inadequate, worsening the problem and 
abandoning innocent citizens to criminal elements that instill fear.  The lack of government 
action further erodes the already low trust in law enforcement agencies, thereby 
perpetuating the cycle of crime and violence. 
 
Based on our deep familiarity with the issue — both in terms of governmental policy and 
the realities on the ground — we strongly believe that a permanent Minister of National 
Security or Public Security must be appointed. This minister should be a professional and 
serious figure whose sole focus is combating crime. Action must be taken in collaboration 
with Arab leadership, both in the Knesset and in local authorities, and the police must be 
strengthened to enable it to effectively address the scope of the problem. All provisions of 
the government resolution must be fully and effectively implemented, and obstacles to 
their execution must be removed. Additionally, preparations should begin for a follow-up 
government resolution for the coming years. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
Failure to appoint a responsible minister on a permanent basis constitutes a severe 
violation of the rule of law in Israel and sends a message to Arab citizens that their lives 
are not valued. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 

Amnon Be’eri-Sulitzaenu   Shahira Shalaby 
 

Co- Executive Directors 
 
 
CC: Adv Gali Baharav-Miara 
Attorney General of Israel 


