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Amnon Be’eri Sulitzeanu
& Dr. Thabet Abu Rass

at our annual Champiof
of Shared Society Award

ceremony

Friends,

2022 was a challenging year. It began with much
hope: The governing coalition, which for the first
time in the country’s history included a party
representing Palestinian citizens of Israel, was
working directly with The Abraham Initiatives to
turn innovative and tested ideas for shared society
into government policy.

The Ministry of Education adopted our Shared
Learning model, which breaks down barriers
between Jewish and Arab children in Israel’s
segregated school system. The model was
successfully implemented throughout the school
systems in Akko, where terrible violence took place
during the May 2021 crisis, as well as in the Gilboa
Regional Council.

The Ministry of Internal Security adopted our idea
of a Personal Security Index as part of Resolution
549, a historic commitment to working with Arab
communities to reduce crime and violence. We
also initiated a three-year partnership with the
National Insurance Institute at the Ministry of
Social Services to address crime and violence among
Bedouin youth in the Negev.

Our capacity-building work in mixed cities, which
we hope to transform into truly shared cities,
also continued to bear fruit. As have our advocacy
effortsin this area: The Abraham Initiatives worked
closely with the State Comptroller’s office on its
report on the May 2021 events in mixed cities. The
report’s recommendations included addressing the
underlying disparities and social causes of violence,
long a priority of our organization.
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Y From the co-Executive Directors

We hope you will take time to read about these and
other important accomplishments in the report you
have in your hands. It is thanks to the dedicated
work of our staff and the support of our friends
that we were able to achieve so much.

However, we are also painfully aware of how the
year ended: a government consisting of some of
the most extreme and intolerant voices in Israeli
society took office. The Abraham Initiatives has
decades of experience working with governments
from across the political spectrum, but the hostility
of key ministers toward Palestinian citizens of
Israel and the notion of shared society will make
work at the highest levels difficult.

The coming months will require a great deal of
hard work and creativity to advance our mission of
shared society. The relationships we established
with career staff members in ministries will prove
crucial, as will our initiatives at the local level—
including our high school anti-racism program,
which we plan to significantly expand.

Together, we will overcome the present challenges.
The only peaceful future for our country is a shared
one. Your continued support and confidence mean
so much to us. Thank you.

Amnon & Thabet
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Shindy Sadovski, a lecturer
from the Haredi community,
talking with a teacher from the
Dar al Hikmi Arab High School in
Lod, following her lecture there.



As we are all too painfully aware, ultra-nationalist
and racist attitudes are elevated among Israeli
youth, both Jewish and Arab—a direct result
of racist political messaging to which they are
regularly exposed on social media and elsewhere.

The support extremist parties received from
young people in the November 2022 election was
a disturbing, if not surprising, development. Much
of the inter-communal violence in May 2021 was
perpetrated by young people. Action is needed to
reverse this trend.

Living in One Land, our high school anti-racism
initiative, was developed as a practical tool to
encourage positive attitudes towards values of
democracy, civil rights, mutual understanding, and
shared society among Israeli youth. The program
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operates in high schools and pre-military academies
(mechinot).

During the 2022-2023 school year, the program
grew to over 20 high schools while continuing to
operate in mechinot Bina (Tel Aviv), Be'eri (Beir
Berl Seminar), Meitarim (Beit Guvrin), and Kol-
Ami (Qiryat Ya'arim). The Abraham Initiatives will
prioritize expanding Living in One Land over the
next 2 years to meet the urgent need of anti-
racism education in Israeli high schools.



| learned to listen to opinions
that are different from my
own. | learned to believe that
there are several kinds of
truth, that there are people
who live in a huge conflict
between their identity and
their nationality, and most
importantly | learned to really
try to understand them.”

. Ruth, Pre-Army Academy Student

An Arab teacher and his class at
Segev Shalom High School, in the
Living in One Land Initiative.
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Safe Communities:
Advocacy and Monitoring

Despite comprising around 20% of the population,
Arab citizens have consistently been a majority of
murder victims in Israel. The Safe Communities
Initiative was launched in response to rising crime
and violence in Arab towns and cities, in cooperation
with the affected communities. It aims to provide
comprehensive programs to enhance personal
security for Arab citizens, while demonstrating
their effectiveness to authorities. We also
advocate for policy change in law enforcement and
for solutions to address the root causes of crime
and violence.

Last year saw important results in this area. The
Ministry of Internal Security adopted a version of
our Personal Security Index, which aims to provide
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an accurate picture of policing and violence in Arab
society, with an emphasis on attitudes among Arab
citizens. This is @ major milestone in our effort to
place crime and violence in Arab communities —
and constructive solutions for them — at the head
of the state’s agenda.

The Abraham Initiatives worked directly with
seven ministries whose portfolios deal with quality
of life in Arab communities, advising them on
best practices and strategies. We are the main
NGO monitoring implementation of government
commitments to Arab communities. We regularly
followed up with senior ministry officials to ensure
that all commitments made, especially budgetary
ones, were kept.



In a state that’s comprised
of thousands of contact
points where Jewish-Arab
flare-ups can occur, the
police have to be deployed
in @ manner that neutralizes
these points of friction. It
cannot be in the hands of
civilians.”

Amnon Be'eri-Sulitzeanu, Co-Executive
Director of The Abraham Initiatives,
speaking before the Knesset National
Security Committee.

Fayroz Alatayka (right), Sate Communities
Coordinator in the Negev, instructing self-
defense at Tel Sheva. :

We also collaborated directly with Arab

municipalities, local governments, and community

activists to ensure they received the support and 2 R

funds they were entitled to under Resolutions 549 N IS ° ll' billion

and 550, historic investments on the part of the Government Resolution 549,

government to narrow gaps between Arab and for combating crime and
Jewish communities in Israel. violence in Arab societg

The Abraham Initiatives’ data and monitoring

of violence and crime in Arab society continued 3 —
to be quoted regularly in Hebrew and Arabic NIS O billion

media in 2022. We believe it is our responsibility Governmen.t Resolution
to communicate these statistics in a way that 550, addressing structural
will lead to constructive policymaking instead of inequalitg and root causes of

contributing to inflammatory political rhetoric violence over five years
directed at Arab communities.
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In 2022, our Safe Communities Initiative achieved
an important milestone: murder rates in the Arab
community declined for the first time since 2015.
The overall number of fatalities was still much
too high, but the decrease in 2022 shows that
working with and in Arab communities makes a real
difference.

Last year, we continued to expand offerings of
our Personal Security Courses, including in mixed
cities. This has also given us another opportunity
to work with authorities in Ramla, Lod, Arara,
Majd al-Krum, Jisr az-Zarqa, and other localities.
The courses include lectures and seminars on
topics such as basic first aid, self-defense, and
road safety. The meetings also involve leadership
training, financial management, and discussion
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around how to build safe communities, and visits
by relevant emergency response agencies.

Following the completion of a comprehensive study
of Bedouin youth and young adults in collaboration
with NAS Research & Consulting, we began our
three-year partnership with Yad Hanadiv and the
National Insurance Institute (Israel’s social security
agency) to address the issue of crime and violence
among Bedouin youth in the Negev. The program
focuses on Bedouin youth and teachers working in
schools serving the Bedouin population in Rahat,
Hura, Kseife, and Arara.




Policing in a democratic

‘ society is first of all a
service to the citizens. We
are in the midst of a change

. that this government is

s ¥ ~ bringing about. Fighting
T crime is a duty of the state
S = . e and everyone is a partner. If

-~ - the police are more focused,
=/ as they are today, and if civil
D S society backs them up...we

~ Y - " h ”
_ - \ WIll see a cnange.
B, A \ Yoav Segalovitz, Former Deputy Minister
T of Public Security (speaking in 2022, before
— . . \ the November election).

Ministry of Public SecurityiNational
Conference on Crime in the Arab
Community, in Rahat.

Decline in Murders in
Arab Society in 2022
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Israel’'s mixed cities are too often portrayed as
hotbeds of violence and evidence that Jewish and
Palestinian citizens of Israel ultimately cannot live
in a shared society. The Abraham Initiatives firmly
rejects this view, and the Shared Cities Initiative
is our effort to develop public policy and best
practices to ensure mixed cities become egalitarian
and inclusive communities—truly Shared Cities. Our
commitment to mixed cities is not only in words and
in the operation of a single program: The Abraham
Initiatives office has long been based in a mixed
city, Lod, and we are deeply, personally invested in
the success of these communities.

Last year brought important progress on issues
facing mixed cities. The previous government
made visible efforts to address the tensions and
inequalities in mixed cities, and our organization
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played a central role working with the two Knesset
Caucuses dealing with mixed cities issues. We worked
directly with the Ministry of Welfare to ensure that
equitable and accessible services are provided to all
residents of mixed cities. Direct engagement with
local officials is also a key part of our work. Mixed
Cities Leadership Forum, which comprises Jewish
and Palestinian elected officials from Israel’s mixed
cities, increased to 20 members last year. In May
and June, members of the forum traveled with The
Abraham Initiatives to Belfast, Northern Ireland,
for a study mission.

In 2022, The Abraham Initiatives partnered with
the Galilee and Valleys Cluster of Municipalities to
establish a first-of-its-kind Shared Society Unit,
which will coordinate shared living activities across
the cluster. This model will be monitored, evaluated




The municipalities should
provide all population groups
with equitable municipal
services, considering their
special characteristics, and

. increase their sense of
belonging and integration.”

Israel State Comptroller Report

Sliman Al-Amour, Co-CEO of AJEEC and his wife
Miada being congratulated by Dr. Thabet Abu Rass
and Amnon Be'eri-Sulitzeanu, as AJEEC was a
recipient of the 2022 Champions of Shared Society
Award. The annual award is given by the Abraham
Initiatives to leaders who have dedicated their lives
to the work of building a shared society.

and presented to other mixed regions and cities. By

working through clusters of municipalities, we have
the opportunity to reach hundreds of thousands of I
people. NIS million,

Finally, last year was a critical one for national
government accountability in mixed cities. In NEW Government

coordination with MK Mossi Raz, The Abraham Funds Allocated

Initiatives worked closely with the State . ou e .
Comptroller’s office on its report on the May 2021 to MIXEd CItIES In 2022

violence in mixed cities, including leading officials

on tours of affected areas. The report was finally m =
issued in August 2022 and its recommendations 46.000‘000 w
included addressing the underlying social causes

of violence, long a priority of our organization. We

aim to leverage these findings from a non-partisan %
government agency to change public discourse and

perceptions of mixed cities.
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Based on a model developed to break down barriers
in segregated schools in Northern Ireland, our
Shared Learning Initiative pairs Arab and Jewish
schools from neighboring towns to learn a core
curriculum subject together, co-taught by both
teachers, and alternating between the schools.

2022 was a landmark year for Shared Learning. The
Ministry of Education formally adopted the program
at the start of the year and designated The Abraham
Initiatives as a provider and coordinator. Following
this decision, our staff presented an operational
model of the Shared Learning Initiative to the Head
of Pedagogy in the Ministry of Education—a critical
step toward national adoption of the program.
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This was a major accomplishment for The Abraham
Initiatives, a demonstration of our theory of

change: Advocacy Through Action. In Shared
Learning, we built up a program at the local level
for it to be recognized and expanded nationally.
This is exactly what happened.



1

J e i I'm enough of a veteran in

. \ this field that | remember
. when Alan Slifka z”l founded
The Abraham Initiatives, and
since then the organization has
flourished and does wonderful
things, sometimes behind
the scenes. | carefully read
the report on Education for
Shared Living, and it is a very
informed and well-reasoned
report.”

Alon Tal, Former MK and Chair
of the Knesset Education Committee

The market in the mixed city of Ramla.

NIS 2 Million

Invested by the Ministry

of Education to Expand
Shared Learning to
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Shared Learning:

/)
1

Last year, the Shared Learning Initiative expanded
into Akko and Gilboa, with 29 teachers running 10
pairs of classrooms from Jewish and Arab schools.
In total, 20 schools participated in Shared Learning
(12 in Akko and 8 in Gilboa).

Shared Learning requires intense preparation.
Prior to entering the classroom, teachers undergo
30 hours of training in preparation for teaching
the Shared Learning curriculum. 24 of these hours
are conducted in person, with 4 over Zoom and
an additional 2 dedicated to task completion. An
important aspect of these trainings is to prepare
teachers for the “uninational” lessons that take
place before Jewish and Arab classrooms meet each
other for the first time. Throughout the year,
teachers also receive an additional 30 hours of
training.
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The curriculum itself includes classes in English,
equally divided between Jewish and Arab schools.
Teachers from all schools plan lessons together
and meet regularly to ensure they are on the
same page, as well as to share best practices and
experiences in the classroom. In addition to giving
these students a head start in spoken English,
classroom instruction and activities are designed to
convey the values of shared society: cooperation,
empathy, dignity, celebrating diversity, identity,
media literacy and critical thinking.

Now that the Shared Learning Initiative has
been adopted by the government, The Abraham
Initiatives’ role in directly administering the
program will sunset in 2023, with the handover
to the Ministry of Education set for the 2023-24
school year. We are immensely proud of everyone



It’s an amazing process to
watch. They are learning
in actual fact that they'’re
not much different from
each other. When they
see, when they are in the
shoes of the other, they
can understand the other
more.”

Rania Laham-Grayeb,

English Pedagogical Advisor
for Shared Learning

A Jewish Shared Learning teacher
presenting a new activity to the class

involved with the program, and we are confident

that it will continue to inspire and grow in the

coming years. L
it
114
11
11
114
114
111
t
111
114
111
11
111
111
ren

tit
T
t
T
it
tt
e
T
it
Tt
e
I
it
Tt
it

600+

Students Served
in Akko and Gilboa

=8, =i =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8 =8
ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ:ﬁﬂﬁﬂ:ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ
=i =l =l = =i = =8 == =8 =8 =i =il = =8 =i
= = =i =il =i =i =i == =8+ =i =i =@ =i+ = =i
=ie —ile =le =lle =ie —ile =He =lle=iie =) =H¢ =8¢ =ie =il =i =8

The Abraham Initiatives




In 2022, The Abraham Initiatives greatly enhanced
its government relations and public affairs work.
We were pleased to welcome Moran Maimoni to
the team as our Co-Director of Public Affairs.
Moran is a former parliamentary staftf member for
MKs Mossi Raz, Nitzan Horowitz, and Zehava Gal-
On, with years of experience in policymaking and
public relations.

Our team established excellent working
relationships with ministers, deputy ministers, and
civil servants across the government. In addition to
working with ministries in programmatic areas, The
Abraham Initiatives is generally seen as a leading
authority on issues related to shared society and
the rights of minorities. Our expertise is regularly
sought out by members of Knesset, including
highly ranked members of influential committees.
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On the local level, The Abraham Initiatives enjoys
extensive access to mayors, city councilors, and
social service providers. Over the past year, we
have provided them with resources, best practices,
and a national platform to advance their priorities
and projects.




The Abraham Initiatives team
presenting at a Knesset Committee
discussion on Violence in the Arab
Community.

m €6

For years The Abraham
Initiatives has provided a
model for how things can
be, how it can work: an
organization with co-CEQs;
bi-lingual communication;
always optimistic; always
with a positive vision for
the State of Israel; always
encouraging partnership
initiatives in Israel’s civil
society; and always trying to
bring the Government into
these partnerships.”

Merav Michaeli, Chair of the Labor Party

100

major media appearances
in Israel,

50+

Media reports on crime and
violence in Arab communities
citing Abraham Initiatives data
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Last year, The Abraham Initiatives leveled up its
public communications capacity in both Israel and
its international offices.

In April 2022, following ceaseless talk about potential
tension as a result of overlapping holidays in the
Spring, especially Eid al-Fitr and Yom Hazikaron,
we produced a video campaign in partnership with
the Akko Municipality to calm tensions. Alongside
this public communication effort, we also made
contact with municipalities, community leaders,
and other public officials to provide them with
resources and best practices.

In the US and the UK, The Abraham Initiatives is
committed to informing friends of shared society,
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old and new, about developments on the ground in
Israel and exciting ways they can get involved.

Now that COVID-related restrictions have been
lifted, we have held numerous events, parlor
meetings, and public programs showcasing our
work. In 2022, The Abraham Initiatives conducted
two major US tours, one featuring Meretz MK
Ghaida Rinawie Zoabi and the other our Director
of Language Programs, May Arow. The latter tour
specifically engaged our US audience with the type
of educational activities we regularly organize in
Israel.



In all the pain, suffering

and setbacks of the last

few months, | continue to

be inspired and proud to be
associated [with The Abraham
Initiatives] and the radical,
practical work it is doing to
bring Jews and Arabs together
and work for equality.”

Sarah Sackman, Trustee,
The Abraham Initiatives UK

The Abraham Initiatives staff and board
meeting with MK Yoav Segalovitz, Former
Deputy Minister of Public Security.
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Our

Supporters

We deeply appreciate each and every one
of our donors, whose gifts at all levels make

our work possible.

Visionary of Shared Society
Anonymous (2)

Alan B. Slifka Foundation
Borgenicht Foundation
The European Union

Fohs Foundation

Avi and Marek Glezerman
The Klarman Foundation
The Littoral Fund

The Mosu Charitable Trust
The Pears Foundation

Orni and Chen Petruschka
Sam Spiegel Foundation

Social Venture Fund for Jewish-Arab Equality and Shared

Society

Bridge Builder
Anonymous
Donald and Carole Chaiken Foundation

The Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen Foundation
Feldman Foundation TX
Moisés Itzkowich Foundation
Myron Joshua
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New lsrael Fund

Sam and Bella Sebba Charitable Trust
Howard and Ann Sohn

Hanns Seidel Stiftung

Walter Family Fund

Advocate for Diversity

Anonymous (3)

Aimwell Trust

Brondesbury Park United Synagogue
Elyse and Joshua Arnow

Mark Astaire

Natalie and Danny Barkan

Neil Barsky

Michael Becker

Georgette Bennett and Leonard Polonsky
Jonathan Berg

Dare Foundation — Orli and Zack Rinat
Alisa and Dan Doctoroff

J.R. Dreyer

Peter Epstein Charitable Will Trust
Jonna Gaberman and Bruce Wintman
Jed Goldstein
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Ola Najami-Yousef, Former Director of Safe Communities received a certificate of
honor from Pres. Isaac Herzog and MK Meirav Cohen, Former Minister for Social
Equality, for her work on preventing violence against women in Arab society.

Marilyn and Mike Grossman Foundation
Nancy Grossman

Riane Gruss

Geri and Mason Haupt

Good Hope Endowment, LTD

Douglas and Carolen Herst

The Roy A Hunt Foundation

Samuel Klausner z"l and Roberta Sands
Barry and Laura Korobkin

Igul LeTova

Geoffrey Lewis and Amy Caplan

Ben Linder

Caroline and Brian Lurie

J Zel Lurie Family Foundation

Alan Mallach

Naomi and Michael Mayer

David Meller CBE

Moser Family Foundation

Mussel Hill United Synagogue

The David and Inez Myers Foundation
Bob Niven CBE & Jo Roscoe

Ibrahim Nsasra

The Rayne Trust

The Returning Wealth Fund

Richmond Synagogue

David Roberts and Sue Fischlowitz

Alan & Babette Sainsbury Charitable Fund
Susan Schaier Tribbitt and Charles Tribbitt
Benson and Norma Shapiro

The Sobell Foundation

Mark Moody Stuart

David Tabak

UJA-Federation of New York

UJIA

Harold Hyam Wingate

Barbara Zuckerberg

Lloyd Zuckerberg and Charlotte Triefus
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Our 3
Financials

Overall Budget 2022

$3,083,000

Revenue by Source: 2022

@ Private - 51%

@® Government - 4%

Foundations and Federations - 45%
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Market in the city of Nazareth

Programmatic Expenses
By Initiative: 2022

@ Education for a Shared Society — 30%

Safe Communities — 27%

@ Shared Cities —18%
@ Public Policy and Advocacy — 18%
@ Cultural Competency for Organizations — 7%
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Our Team

+ Judy Mannaberg-Goldman
- Lindy Miller

- Ibrahim Nsasra

- Riaz Qureishi

- Orlee Rabin

- Orli Ranat

- Greg Rosshandler

- Anat Saragusti

Founder & First Chair Person
- Alan B. Slifka z"I

International Board of Directors
Co-Chairs

- Geoffrey Lewis and Orni Petruschka
- Basha’er Fahoum-Jayoussi, Co-Chair Israeli Amuta

Members

+ Joshua Arnow

« Mahmood Assi

- Mira Awad

« Miriam Awadallah

- Amir Badran

- Natalie Barkan, Secretary
+ Yoel Borgenicht

- Alex Brummer

- Ziv Carthy

- Roberta Elliot

- Claude Ghez, MD

« Dr. Nancy Grossman

- Riane Gruss

« Lior Herman

- Nataly Hilou Monayer
«+ Yossi Khen

+ Orna Lin

+ Laura Mandel
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- Laurie Scher
- Howard Sohn

UK Board of Trustees
- Dr. Thabet Abu Rass
+ Mira Awad
« Amnon Be’eri-Sulitzeanu
- Alex Brummer, Chair
- Evelyn Collins
- Khaled Dawas
- Bashaer Fahoum-Jayoussi
« Neil Hamburger
- Bob Niven
- Julian Saipe
+ Mike Sampson, Treasurer
- Laurie Scher, Co-Vice Chair
- Sarah Sackman
- Ben Shimshon
« Dr. Lindsay Simmonds, Co-Vice Chair



Professional Team
Co-Executive Directors

- Dr. Thabet Abu Rass and Amnon Be’eri-Sulitzeanu

Staff

+ Nouha Abou Shehadeh Eljamal, Mixed Cities
Project Manager

- Karen Abu Adra, Senior Resource Development
Associate

- Fayroz Alatayka, Safe Communities Coordinator in
the Negev

- Yoni Arie, Safe Communities Monitoring
Coordinator

- May Arow, Director of Language as a Cultural
Bridge

- Anna Avital, Director of Resource Development,
Israel

« Orly Chen-Eilon, Chief Financial Officer

- Galia Bazak Hilger, Director of Education for
Shared Society

+ Angham Hussien, Director of High School Initiative

« Yaacob Ibrahim, Co-Director of Public Affairs

- llona Kalderon, Office Administrator

+ Ahlam Kasim Ali, Manager of Shared Life Unit in
the Galilee and Valleys Cluster

- Rania Laham-Grayeb, Resource Development Unit
Coordinator

The International staff and board of
the Abraham Initiatives meeting with
Pres. Isaac Herzog.

- Ruth Lewin-Chen, Co-Deputy Executive Director of

Programs

« Moran Maimoni, Co-Director of Public Affairs

- Milagros Marrero, US Administrative Assistant

« Orlando Matthews, US Bookkeeper

- Katie Rothman, UK Director

- Shahira Shalabi, Co-Deputy Executive Director of

Programs

« Doris Shufany, Administrative Coordinator

- Abe Silberstein, Associate Director, North America
- Aliza Silva, Accounts and Bookkeeper

« Jimmy Taber, International Director of

Development

- Jamal Tayoon, Safe Communities Operations

Coordinator

- Lydia Woolley, Program Director, North America
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Join Us

For more information and
to support The Abraham
Initiatives’ work, please
contact one of our offices
below. Thank you for helping
transform the landscape of
Jewish-Arab relations, and
creating a shared society
of inclusion and equality
among Israel’s Jewish and
Palestinian citizens.

Donate at
Abrahamlnitiatives.org

In Israel
5 Hamelacha Street
Lod, 7152011, Israel

Phone: 972-2-3733000

Email: info@abrahaminitiatives.org.il
Amuta: 580165256
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In the U.S.

The Abraham Initiatives
1460 Broadway
New York, NY 10036
Phone: 1-877-440-3440
Email: info@abrahaminitiatives.org
EIN: 13-3556715


www.abrahamfund.org
mailto:info%40abrahaminitiatives.org?subject=

In the UK

148 Kew Road
Richmond, Surrey
TWg 2AU
United Kingdom
Phone: +44 7713 884263
UK Registered Charity: 1119571

Ramadan in Akko.




UK Board Chairman, Alex Brummer meeting MK Mansour Abbas, chair of Special Committee
on Arab Society Affairs in the Knesset.

Basha’er Fahum-)ayousi, Co-Chair of the Israel Board and Geoffrey Lewis, Co-Chair of the
International Board, at a meeting with President Isaac Herzog.
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