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From the co-Executive Directors
Friends,
 
2019 was an important year for shared society in 
Israel. The increased integration of Arab citizens 
in Israeli society created more opportunities to 
promote equal rights and Jewish-Arab partnership. 
At the same time, there was discriminatory rhetoric 
and opposition to partnership in the national 
political arena. Within this context, The Abraham 
Initiatives modeled shared society projects across 
the country and advocated for policy change.

With the year consumed by multiple national 
elections, we conducted pre-election surveys of 
Arab citizens to understand barriers to voting and 
the issues of most concern, and then met with 
political leaders to encourage them to address the 
Arab community in order to raise turnout. Our 
work on this front led to significant outreach from 
Jewish center-left parties to the Arab electorate, 
and Arab voter turnout ultimately increased to 
over 60%, bringing it closer than ever before to 
Jewish voter turnout.

Spiraling violence represented another important 
issue facing Arab society in 2019. A record-high 
murder rate—Arab citizens constituted 65% of all 
murder victims in Israel—triggered protests across 
the country on an unprecedented scale. Tens of 
thousands of demonstrators took to the streets, 
imploring the government to combat violence in 
Arab communities. Our Safe Communities Initiative 
rapidly grew to meet the increased needs and had 
palpable impact broadening the focus from simply 
enforcement to addressing the root causes of 
violence.

In the field of education, our Shared Learning 
Initiative doubled to 40 schools thanks to a $1 
million USAID grant. In partnership with the 
Ministry of Education, we have embarked on a 
study measuring the impact of the program and 
promoting government adoption so that Jewish 
and Arab students can learn together across the 
country.

We also launched our new Shared Cities Initiative to 
support the nascent shared local political leadership 
after municipal elections resulted in Arab parties 
joining the governing coalitions in all seven mixed 
cities. We realized the critical need to support 
these partnerships and ultimately model effective 
joint governance to the rest of the country. In 
this first year, we mapped community needs and 
laid the groundwork for partnerships with elected 
officials in each city.

We achieved these accomplishments, and many 
others detailed in this annual report, thanks to 
our partner organizations, government ministries, 
state institutions, Jewish and Arab leaders, and our 
supporters across the world.

Together, we will build a more equal and shared 
society in Israel.

Amnon & Thabet

Amnon Be’eri Sulitzeanu 
& Dr. Thabet Abu Rass  
at our annual Champions 
of Shared Society Award 
ceremony

Col. (Ret.) Shaul Arieli 
leads a tour of the 
Triangle Region for our 
International Board Retreat 
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Education for a Shared Society

Israel’s separate Arab and Jewish school systems is one of the root causes of the isolation and mistrust that 
typifies Jewish-Arab citizen relations. The long-term effects of such limited exposure to one another’s 
language and culture exacerbate already existing divides within Israeli society.

The education system in Israel offers the most potential for closing gaps and building bridges. This past 
year, we increased our efforts to build alternative models of education that bring together students and 
educators at all levels of learning in an effort to reduce stereotypes and create a more equal and cohesive 
society.

We have a very mixed 
region, 40% Arabs, 60% 
Jews, and we are always 
looking for ways to 
overcome the obstacles 
(separate school 
systems). That's why 
I welcomed the Shared 
Learning Initiative to the 
schools in our region."  
Galia Bazak Hilger, 
Director of Schools, 
Gilboa Regional Council

participants 
took part in all of our 
education programs in 2019 3,000

English teacher Haya Zach facilitates 
Shared Learning activity with Jewish and 
Arab students in Kiryat Tiv’on 

Over
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Language as a Cultural Bridge Initiative 

Five years after establishing our Spoken Hebrew – Ivrit B’Salam Initiative, the Ministry of Education 
adopted the project and will now implement our Hebrew language curriculum throughout the Arab school 
system. Additionally, as part of our Spoken Arabic – Ya Salam Initiative, we near the publication of 
an Arabic language textbook with our partners at the Center for Educational Technology, for use by the 
Ministry of Education in the Jewish elementary school system.

We also began developing and implementing Arabic language syllabi as an entry point to Arab culture 
and society for influential groups of Israelis, including newsrooms in Hebrew language media outlets, 
managers of Israeli corporate institutions, university academic and administrative staff, and elected 
council members.

You get to encounter 
a culture, folklore, a 
world that is so close to 
us physically but so far 
from us mentally, but 
the connection is built so 
quickly.” 
Ital Levi, 
Hebrew teacher 
in Umm al-Fahm

Jewish teacher Ital Levi teaches Hebrew 
at Arab school in Umm al-Fahm
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When I see the children are 
sitting together and speaking 
in English about music and 
YouTube, it gives me hope. 
When they say that at the 
beginning they were afraid 
to participate, and that now 
they are not afraid anymore, 
it gives me hope. That is what 
we are doing here.” 
Tamar Amit, 
mentor for teachers 
and principals in Shared Learning

Our Shared Learning Initiative offers a unique 
opportunity to build bridges between Jewish 
and Arab schools within Israel’s separate school 
systems. Based on a successful model developed 
in Northern Ireland to address separate Protestant 
and Catholic school systems, Shared Learning 
brings together pairs of Arab and Jewish classrooms 
from neighboring communities to study a core 
curriculum subject together.

In September 2018, The Abraham Initiatives 
secured a $1 million USAID grant in support of the 
initiative’s development and expansion. The Shared 
Learning Initiative has since doubled in size and is 
set to impact 1,000 students and educators across 
40 Jewish and Arab schools this year. 

The initiative focuses on English language lessons, 
which are co-taught by the students’ teachers, 
alternating lessons between the schools. English 
language study allows students to meet on neutral 
ground and is an academic priority set by the 
Ministry of Education.

The Abraham Initiatives worked in partnership with 
the Center for Educational Technology to create 
the curriculum and integrate it into classroom 
settings. Over 100 teachers and administrators 
underwent training during the summer of 2019. 

Israel’s Ministry of Education is our key partner 
in the Shared Learning Initiative. The Ministry’s 
Headquarters for Civics Education assists with 

Shared Learning Initiative
Shared Learning facilitators participate in a 
training activity

40 
Jewish and Arab schools 

participated 
in Shared Learning

recruitment, training, and compensation of 
teaching hours. This is critical for our goal of 
nationwide adoption of the program.  
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Jewish youth have become less tolerant over the 
past decade as separation and racist rhetoric 
dominate Israel’s political discourse. Our Living in 
One Land Initiative aims to educate Jewish high 
school students and recent graduates enrolled in 
pre-army leadership academies (mechinot) about 
Arab society in an effort to challenge destructive 
stereotypes. This year, we ran this initiative in 2 
mechinot and 10 high schools. 

The initiative features guest speakers, including 
Arab journalists, performers, and community 
leaders, who share their personal stories about 
integrating into Israeli society. One highlight is 
our Sorry for the Question activity, which gives 
participants the chance to anonymously submit 

questions to the lecturers in advance. With no 
inquiry considered taboo, this activity tends to 
stimulate honest discussion and lively debate.
External evaluations have shown an increase in 
empathy towards Arab citizens among participants 
by the end of the program.

This past year, we developed a new program called 
(Not) Living in a Movie, featuring parallel film 
and TV curricula for Arab and Jewish high school 
students that advance understanding of the other. 
The program includes discussions with directors 
and actors, serving as a cultural springboard for 
conversation about important issues facing each 
community.

I want the students to 
know more about the Arab 
population. They only know 
what they see in the media. 
They need to meet real 
people. No student should 
graduate from this school 
without having heard or 
learned from the other 
population.”
Shlomi Gozlaner, 
Principal at ORT High School 
in Ramle

Living in One Land Initiative

TV Channel 12 news presenter Furat Nasser 
gives lecture to Jewish students at Harel High 
School near Jerusalem 

participated in Living 
in One Land activities

1,120
teenagers 
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A large part of the problems 
in Israeli society—polarization, 
violence, and hatred—
are based on ignorance. 
Encounters like these where 
you listen, where you go into 
people’s homes, where you 
embrace...these are the first 
steps which are integral to 
building co-existence.” 
Prof. Galia Tzabar, 
President of Ruppin Academic Center, 
reflecting on a Ramadan tour 
to Kafr Qara

Campus as a Shared Space Initiative

Academic institutions are generally the first place 
of interaction between Jewish and Arab youth.  
Our Campus as a Shared Space Initiative helps 
university and college campuses recognize the 
importance of inclusion and ease the transition 
for Arab students by training faculty and 
administrators, providing tools for students, and 
engaging in advocacy to ensure diversity and 
inclusion.

The initiative’s flagship program, Cultural 
Competence: Arab Society in Israel, teaches 
academic and administrative staff to create a 
multicultural space for positive interactions with 
the Arab students they serve daily. The program 
includes tours to Arab towns, with a particular 
emphasis during the month of Ramadan for senior 

leadership, who play an influential role in shaping 
the culture and policies on campus. 

We created and distributed 4,000 copies of the first 
handbook in Arabic explaining campus resources, 
student rights, and disciplinary policies to mitigate 
the challenges Arab students face. In collaboration 
with the National Union of Israeli Students, we 
launched a three-part video campaign in Arabic to 
raise awareness of Arab student rights.

We are conducting a major survey on the impact 
of Arab and Jewish students studying together on 
campuses. 2,500 students are participating from 15 
Israeli institutions. The survey was designed and 
is being conducted in partnership with the aChord 
Center at Hebrew University.

Students sitting outside the library at Ruppin Academic 
Center, where 10% of the student body is Arab, near 
Netanya. Courtesy of Ruppin Academic Center.

student handbooks were distributed in Arabic

4,000
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The war among gangs is 
endless. For over a decade 
my society is suffering from 
this gang war and we don’t 
see an end in sight. There is 
no reason Kafr Qassem can’t 
have the same quality of life 
as Tel Aviv. Where there is 
personal security, there is 
a future; there is economic 
development, pride, and 
coexistence."
MK Issawi Freij (Meretz) 
at Kafr Qassem launch 
of Personal Security Index

Safe Communities Initiative: 
Advocacy

Despite constituting just 20% of Israel's population, 
Arab citizens accounted for 65% of the country's 
murder victims this past year. 2019 marked the 
first time in Israel’s history that Arab leaders and 
citizens across the country took to the streets to 
demand government action on the escalating crime 
and violence plaguing their communities. Within 
this context, our Safe Communities Initiative 
expanded significantly, effectively shaping the 
political and public discourse regarding personal 
security.

Our second annual Personal Security Index (PSI) 
examined the impact of crime and violence on 
Israel’s Arab communities. The publication was 
launched at a full-day conference held in Kafr 
Qassem. Nearly 200 people, including mayors, 
members of Knesset, police representatives, and 
concerned citizens, gathered to discuss how Arab 

communities, civil society, and the police can work 
to find solutions. The PSI was covered extensively 
in both Hebrew and Arabic mainstream media, and 
continues to serve as a tool for tracking police 
relations with Arab citizens.

Following our sustained advocacy, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu announced the creation of an inter-
ministerial task force to address the root causes 
of crime and violence in Arab communities. This 
is an accomplishment that will shape government 
direction in tackling crime and violence. The 
Abraham Initiatives has been invited to advise the 
task force.

Regional forums were held in three Arab towns to 
address violence and its impact on the economic 
and social development of these communities. In 
Arara, Bedouin leadership from the Negev came 

Municipal leaders and police representatives meet with 
Ihab Sheikh, Abraham Initiatives Safe Communities 
Coordinator in Acco 

together for the first time with police and civil 
society leaders to discuss the tensions between 
tribal culture and rule of law. The Majd al-Krum 
forum examined the impact of extortion on 
economic development. And in Lod, the forum 
focused on the release of suspected criminals by 
the police due to a lack of evidence. 

Following the launch of our social media campaign 
against illegal weapons in Arab society, the police 
announced a firearms amnesty program. 

saw our 
campaign against 

illegal weapons 

Over
half a million 

people
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In the course I learn about 
violence, about how my son 
can get from school to home 
without surprises. How can 
he protect himself? How can 
I help him? After the first 
training, I realized there 
would be very important 
information. I will share 
these things with my 
neighbors and my friends and 
my son.” 
Sabrin, 32, is a single mother 
in Jisr az-Zarqa. 
She is a participant in the 
Personal Security Course for women.

This year, Safe Communities expanded to four 
more cities. Needs assessments were conducted 
in each of these locations, and the findings were 
presented to community leaders and the local 
police in internal meetings to commence our work.

A 20-part Personal Security Course for groups 
of Arab women and youth was launched with the 
aim of enhancing community-led responses to 
violence. Six courses were held in Lod, Acco, Arara, 
Jisr az-Zarqa, and Majd al-Krum in 2019. The course 
includes lectures and seminars on topics such as 
basic first aid, self-defense, and road safety. It 
also includes leadership training, discussion around 

how to build safe communities, and meetings with 
emergency bodies.

Together with our partner Matzmichim – Israel 
Violence Reduction, Safe Communities launched 
Education Without Violence to train educators 
in Arab high schools to manage and prevent 
violence. The program includes a 4-hour training 
for principals and a 30-hour course for teachers. 
This is the first time such a program is being 
implemented nationwide in Arab schools, and it is 
recognized by the Ministry of Education. 

Women in our Personal Security Course in 
Jisr az-Zarqa meet with a local police officer 
to discuss their needs in the community 

Safe Communities Initiative: 
On the Ground

of all murder victims 
in Israel in 2019 

were Arab citizens

65% 
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Nowhere do Jewish and Arab citizens live in closer 
proximity than in Israel’s seven mixed cities. 
Despite the potential for friction and conflict, 
these communities offer unique opportunities for 
collaboration and partnership. For the first time, 
the 2018 municipal elections in Israel resulted in 
Jewish-Arab city council coalitions in every mixed 
city. The Abraham Initiatives launched the Shared 
Cities Initiative to ensure the success of these 
nascent political partnerships, and to provide a 
model to communities quickly becoming mixed, as 
well as to the national political arena. 
 
In 2019, partnerships were initiated with all of 
the mixed cities, and a survey was commissioned 
measuring attitudes and the level of contact 
between Jewish and Arab residents. 2,100 

There are two cities in the 
same city, one Arab and one 
Jewish. We need to move 
forward the idea that we are 
one city. We need shared 
education, shared sports, 
shared cultural events and 
more.” 
Sheikh Abas Zakur, 
former MK and prominent 
political leader in Acco

Shared Cities Initiative Market in the mixed city of Ramla

residents (300 in each city) were asked about their 
relationships to one another and their perceptions 
of the education system and municipality. The 
results were encouraging, especially in terms of 
shared education, with 55% of Jewish residents and 
86% of Arab residents reporting they are willing to 
send their children to bilingual schools.

These results were shared at our first annual 
Shared Cities Conference, which we hosted in 
collaboration with the city of Acco. Representatives 
from each mixed city came for the day to discuss, 
debate, and strategize around the survey findings. 
We have also created a leadership forum for elected 
officials of each of the cities where the sharing of 
best practices has continued. 

55% of Jews and 86% of Arabs 
are ready to send their children 

to a bilingual school

2,100 residents surveyed: 150 
Arab & 150 Jewish 
in each mixed city

81% of Jews and 89% of Arabs 
describe the relationship between 

Jews and Arabs 
in their cities as positive

Finally, we have begun implementing our Safe 
Communities Initiative in the mixed cities to 
combat violence and advocate for equitable 
policing, and our Shared Learning Initiative 
to create opportunities for Jewish and Arab 
students to learn together. 



2120 The Abraham Initiatives    |  |   Annual Report  2019

Our Media as a Shared Space Initiative aims to 
increase the coverage of Arab society in Israeli 
mainstream media. Proper representation of Arab 
society is key to influencing attitudes, policy, and 
building a shared society. 2019 saw an improvement 
in terms of the breadth and depth of coverage 
by the media, but Arab society remains deeply 
underrepresented.

As part of this initiative, we provide Jewish 
journalists and editors with Arabic language and 
culture courses that equip them with skills and 
knowledge to increase their coverage of Arab 
society. Courses were held at YNet, Calcalist, 
Haaretz, and Israel’s Public Broadcasting 
Corporation.

For the first time, I saw—and 
more importantly, I felt—
what it means to feel the joy 
and happiness of Ramadan. 
The tour gave me a unique 
opportunity to learn about 
Arab culture, and it was the 
first time I had a chance to 
visit a mosque. This gives me 
a deeper insight into what it 
means to be a Muslim citizen 
of Israel, which I can bring to 
my everyday work.” 
Kan Bet Radio Producer 
Tomer Shlapnik while on a 
Ramadan tour in Umm al-Fahm

Media as a Shared Space Initiative
Abraham Initiatives co-Executive Director Dr. 
Thabet Abu Rass leads tour of Umm al-Fahm 
for Yedioth Ahronoth journalist Nahum Barnea

This past year, we provided tours for specific 
reporters focusing on burning issues in Arab 
society, such as urban planning, policing, and the 
untenable levels of crime and violence affecting 
Arab towns. The tours led to a boost in coverage of 
these issues.

A tour for one of Israel’s most respected journalists, 
Nahum Barnea (Yedioth Ahronoth's senior political 
commentator), led to in-depth interviews with Arab 
leaders who are rarely given that level of exposure. 
This tour profoundly influenced coverage of Arab 
society during the election period. Personalized 
tours were also given to journalists from Israel’s 
Public Broadcasting Corporation, Haaretz, The 
Jerusalem Post, ARD Germany, and BBC. 

60 
journalists and 

editors 
participated in our 

30-hour Arabic language 
and culture courses

65 
journalists 

participated in our tours
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Reflecting our belief that minority political 
participation is crucial for a healthy democracy, 
we surveyed Arab citizens before the first round 
of national elections in 2019 as a means to better 
understand attitudes towards voting and priority 
issues. We then utilized the data to advocate 
for more inclusive messaging and increase voter 
turnout.

Once a second round of elections was called 
for September, we conducted two surveys in 
partnership with Sikkuy and the aChord Center. 
The findings reflected the contradictory trends of 
a heightened desire among the Arab community for 
political inclusion, coupled with a lack of motivation 
to vote given the absence of inclusive messages 

11% point 
increase 
in Arab voter 
turnout

from 49% 
in 1st election 

to 60% 
in 2nd election

The surveys show that the 
fear that appealing to the Arab 
public will lead to a loss of 
support among Jewish voters is 
unfounded. There is a historical 
opportunity here. It has been 
proven that the Jewish public 
isn’t deterred by political 
participation with Arabs. An 
appeal to the Arab public will 
strengthen turnout among 
Arab voters. This is clearly in 
the interest of all of us.” 
Amnon Be’eri-Sulitzeanu 
and Dr. Thabet Abu Rass, 
co-Executive Directors 
of The Abraham Initiatives

National Elections
Encouraging democratic participation 
through a mock election at an Arab high 
school. After hearing a panel debate with 
real politicians, this student cast her vote.

from Jewish parties, and the absence of an avenue 
for meaningful participation.

In July, 32% of Arab citizens remained undecided 
about voting in September. Of those surveyed, 31% 
responded that they would be more likely to vote 
if the center-left parties recognized and addressed 
issues of importance to the Arab community as part 
of their platforms. The surveys also found that if 
the center-left parties reaffirmed the importance 
of equality, 25% of their voter base would be more 
motivated to go to the polls. 

As a result, we called on all parties to address 
the concerns of Arab society in their platforms 
and affirm the legitimacy and equality of Arab 

citizenship. Our advocacy with political leaders had 
an immediate impact on their campaigns, as well as 
on Arab turnout, which increased to 60%. 

The considerable increase in Arab participation in 
national politics is a major achievement for those 
of us who believe in equality and the dream of a 
shared society in Israel.  
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$50,000+
Anonymous 
Borgenicht Foundation
Donald and Carole Chaiken Foundation
The European Union
Fohs Foundation
The Honorable Ruth Bader Ginsburg
The Izkowich Foundation
The Klarman Family Foundation
The Litoral Fund 
MEPI – The U.S.- Middle East Partnership Initiative
Ministry of Education – Israel 
New Israel Fund
Orni and Chen Petruschka
Rothschild Caesarea Foundation
Sam and Bella Sebba Charitable Trust
Alan B. Slifka Foundation
Social Venture Fund for Jewish-Arab Equality and Shared 
Society

While space only allows us to list our 2019 
major supporters, we deeply appreciate each 
and every one of our donors, whose gifts 
“large or small” make our work possible.

Sam Spiegel Foundation
The Tzedakah Trust
USAID 
Zivik – IFA – German Federal Foreign Ministry

$25,000 - $49,999
The Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen Foundation
Stefan T. Edlis z"l and Gael Neeson
Feldman Family TX
Stephen and Nancy Grand
Hanns Seidel Stiftung
The Mosu Charitable Trust
Philnor Zug
The Sobell Foundation
Howard and Ann Sohn
The Rayne Trust

$10,000 - $24,999
Bank Mizrahi Tfahot
The Bridging Trust
Alisa and Dan Doctoroff
Lois and Richard England Family Foundation
Finchley Reform Synagogue (London)
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
Jonna Gaberman and Bruce Wintman
Riane Gruss
Jusaca Trust
Caroline and Brian Lurie
J Zel Lurie Family Foundation
The David and Inez Myers Foundation
New North London Synagogue
Greg Rosshandler 
David Tabak
Ronald Walter z"l
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation
Sybil and Steven Wolin

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Walter and Carol Beebe
Georgett Bennett and Leonard 
Polonsky
Marjorie Feder
Marilyn and Mike Grossman 
Foundation
Margaret Heitz
Douglas and Carolen Herst
The Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Geoffrey Lewis and Amy Caplan
Moser Family Foundation
Benson and Norma Shapiro
Susan Schaier and Charles Tribbett
Barbara Zuckerberg 
Triefus
Lloyd Zuckerberg and Charlotte

Our 
Supporters 

Staff members Ola Najami, 
Angham Hussien, Nesreen 
Shehade & Doris Shufani at 
performance of Jewish singer 
Zvi Yeheskiel interpreting 
classic Arabic music at our 
Champions of Shared Society 
Award ceremony in Haifa
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Our 
Financials

Expenses by Initiative: 2019

Revenue by Source: 2019

Private – 43%

Foundations and Federations – 39%

Government – 18%

Overall Budget 2019

$3,100,000
Weighing all things green at the market 
in mixed city of Acco

Education for a Shared Society – 30%

Public Education and Awareness – 25% 

Safe Communities – 19%

General and Administrative – 18%

Media as a Shared Space – 5%

Shared Cities – 3%
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The Rt  Hon. Lord Howard of Lympne CH QC
Sir Mark Moody Stuart
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Dr. Thabet Abu Rass and Amnon Be’eri-Sulitzeanu
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Fatneh Abu Koosh, Safe Communities - Arara
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Orly Chen Eilon, Chief Financial Officer
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Our Team

Abraham Initiatives staff members Anton Goodman, Ruth Lewin-Chen, Ola 
Najami, Fatenah Abu Kosh & Nesreen Shehade in Arara 
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In Israel
5 Hamelacha Street
Lod, 7152011, Israel

Phone: 972-2-3733000
Email: info@abrahaminitiatives.org.il 

Amuta: 580165256

In the U.S.
The Abraham Initiatives

1460 Broadway
New York, NY 10036

Phone: 1-877-440-3440
Email: info@abrahaminitiatives.org

EIN: 13-3556715

In the UK
The Abraham Initiatives (UK)

148 Kew Road
Richmond upon Thames Surrey

TW9 2AU
Phone: 07973-193-958

Email: nicola.nathan@abrahaminitiatives.org.uk 
UK Registered Charity: 1119571

Join Us
For more information and to 
support The Abraham Initiatives’ 
work, please contact one of our 
offices below. Thank you for 
helping transform the landscape 
of Jewish-Arab relations, and 
creating a shared society of 
inclusion and equality among 
Israel’s Jewish and Arab citizens.

Arab and Jewish students in a Shared Learning 
class participate in activity together

Donate at 
www.abrahaminitiatives.org
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