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Promoting the Participation of Israel's Arab Citizens in 
the 2015 Elections 

Interim Report; February 24, 2015 
 

Israel's 2015 national elections 

During the current election campaign period, TAFI has focused its efforts on increasing the Arab 

community’s political participation. This remains one of the organization's key ongoing strategic 

goals. Our main activities include; supporting our young leadership's “get out and vote!” 

campaign, conducting a pre-election opinion poll amongst the Arab community, participating in 

relevant public conferences and maintaining dialogue with Israel's  multiple political parties 

across the political spectrum, to increase the inclusion and prominence of the Arab minority's 

needs and Jewish-Arab relations in public discourse. Just this week, our efforts were described 

in a Jerusalem Post article.  Below is a brief summary of our activities to date:   

 

Pre-Election Attitude Survey 

 TAFI commissioned Dr. Aas Atrash of the Yaffa Research Institute to conduct a pre-election 

attitude survey within the Arab community, in order to analyze the Arab population's voting 

intentions, reasons for voting or for refraining from voting, and scenarios that could encourage 

turnout.  

 

Key Findings 

- The unification of the DFPE (Hadash) and the Arab parties into a single electoral list raises 

the projected turnout among Arab citizens by almost 10 percentage points, from 57% to 

66.4%. 

 

- Positive statements regarding the status of Arabs, made by leaders of the main parties, 

could increase turnout. Approximately 50% of those questioned reported that mainstream 

leaders making public commitments to narrowing gaps between Jews and Arabs in 

http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/NGO-stresses-nonpartisan-plan-to-increase-Israeli-Arab-voter-turnout-391855
http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/Election%20Survey%20Full%20Report%20%20-%20English%20-%20January%202015.pdf
http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/Election%20Survey%20Full%20Report%20%20-%20English%20-%20January%202015.pdf
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education, housing, and employment, would act as a stimulus for them to vote. About 52% 

would be encouraged by commitments to negotiate the establishment of a Palestinian state 

with East Jerusalem as its capital. Approximately 33% listed commitments to invite the Arab 

parties to participate in the coalition negotiations as a factor strengthening their resolve to 

vote; and 32% by commitments to appoint an Arab minister.  

 

- Worsening racism in Israeli society has increased the desire of Arabs to vote. Approximately 

57% stated that they had been influenced by comments about Arabs by Jewish politicians, 

while 56% had been influenced by the manifestations of racism seen during Operation 

Protective Edge. 

 

- Only 17% of Arabs, who do not intend to vote, are boycotting the elections on ideological 

grounds. The remainder intend to abstain because they feel that the elections do not 

influence their lives, or because the elections “are of no interest” to them. Ideological 

abstainers only accounted for three percent of the total Arab public. 

 

Media Coverage of the survey 

The survey's results were extensively covered by Hebrew and Arabic media outlets in Israel, and 

also attained a high visibility in the international press. The survey results were especially 

significant as their release day was also the final day for the Arab parties to decide if they would 

join and create a single party list. The results were broadcast on radio stations Kol 

Israel(Hebrew) and Galei Zahal (Hebrew), on the Channel One television news, on the Walla 

News (Hebrew) website, and on Arabic news sources such as: Alarab(Arabic), Almasar (Arabic) 

and Radio Shams. Ha'aretz (Hebrew) also published several editorials and articles mentioning 

the survey: Articles written by Khaled Titi (Hebrew), and Jack Khoury (English). An Op Ed 

entitled, "Arabs, go vote…" (English) was featured prominently in Ha'aretz.  Additionally, after 

being mentioned in the Associated Press and the New York Times, additional international news 

sources picked up the article and published it in Russia, Indonesia, the UK, and Israel.  

 

 

 

http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/reshet%20b.mp3
http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/reshet%20b.mp3
http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/gali%20tsahal.mp3
http://elections.walla.co.il/item/2822512
http://elections.walla.co.il/item/2822512
http://www.alarab.net/Article/660188
http://www.almasar.co.il/art.php?ID=58497
http://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/1.2547576
http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/46207304_5222_230115085538_1.pdf
http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.638816
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2015/01/27/world/middleeast/ap-ml-israel-arab-politics.html?_r=1
http://m.pravda.ru/news/world/asia/middleeast/27-01-2015/1245856-arabi-0/
http://m.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/01/27/arab-lawmakers-shake-israeli-politics-with-historic-union.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-2927821/Arab-lawmakers-shake-Israeli-politics-historic-union.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/as-arab-mks-unite-a-new-political-landscape-emerges/
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Briefings to US and UK Task Force 

On 14 January in New York, and on 2 February in London, Thabet and Amnon presented the 

findings from the Pre –Election Attitude Survey at events hosted by the Inter Agency Task Force 

(IATF) on Israeli Arab Issues and UK Task Force on Issues Relating to Arab Citizens of Israel, 

respectively.  The January event in New York, moderated by TAFI’s International Board Co-Chair 

Howard Sohn, was attended by a large range of professionals and lay leaders from IATF member 

organizations. They discussed the projected areas of impact from our work with citizens, 

especially first time voters, to exercise their right to vote.   

  

Hagai Segal, expert on Israeli politics, terrorism and security issues, 

Amnon Be’eri Sulitzeanu and Thabet Abu Rass discussing the 

upcoming elections at the London Jewish Cultural Center. 

 

Thabet, Amnon, and Howard Sohn at the IATF 

NYC Event. 

 

 

Briefings to international press  

As part of its series of Foreign Press Encounters with leading Israeli and Foreign 

newsmakers and experts, the Jerusalem Press Club hosted a briefing on 24 February in 

collaboration with TAFI about the above mentioned attitude poll and the trends in the 

current election campaign including the unification of Arab parties under one list and the 

effect of recent events such as the Gaza war on the Arab minority's attitude toward the 

elections.  
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Amnon and Thabet speaking at the Jerusalem Press Club 

Outreach and dialog with political parties across the spectrum  

We continue to meet with politicians from the Israel's various political parties to discuss the pre-

election survey results and to encourage them to address the concerns and needs of the Arab 

citizens in their rhetoric and platforms. We also talk about the importance of including Arab 

representation in a future government coalition.  To date we have met with:  

 MK Tzipi Livni, Co-Chair of “The Zionist Camp” 

 MK Zehava Galon, Chair of Meretz 

 MK Omer Bar-Lev, Chair of the Pro-Bedouin Caucus from “The  Zionist Camp” 

 MK David Azulay, Chair of Arab Sector Issues at Shas 

 

First high school voting simulation in Arab society  

For the first time, an Arab high school conducted an election simulation. Such events are a well 

known tradition in Jewish high schools during election cycles (some have even become famous 

for accurately predicting the voting patterns of the Jewish public). Bringing this important 

tradition to the Arab school system represents an innovative and impactful attempt within the 

Arab community to promote civic engagement, encourage political participation from a young 

age, and foster a general sense of relevance and belonging toward the elections and the political 

sphere. We selected this village due to its religiously (Muslims, Christians, and Druze) and 

socially diverse population. 
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The event was held on Wednesday, 18 February in full collaboration with the Rame high school; 

the student council, staff and parents were all deeply involved. The event included a 'meet-and-

greet' with candidates from Yisrael Beytenu, Likud, Kulanu, Yesh Atid, The Zionist Camp, Meretz 

and the Joint Arab List. This was followed by a panel discussion hosted by famous singer and 

TAFI board member Mira Awad, who was born and raised in Rame. Following the panel 

discussion, 300 students from 10th to 12th grade participated in a voting simulation.   

 

 

Mira Awad moderating the Panel  

 

The election simulation was widely covered by local media on the television Channel 33 news 

(Arabic), on the news websites AlArab (Arabic), Marmar (Arabic),MyNet (Hebrew), and in 

Haaretz  Hebrew and English editions.  

 

 

 

The panel of Knesset Candidates A student voting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xg9AJEzQGfc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.alarab.net/Article/665827
http://www.marmar.co.il/news.aspx?cid=1&aid=30186
http://www.mynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4628324,00.html
http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/rama1.pdf
http://www.abrahamfund.org/webfiles/fck/Haaretz.pdf
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Young “political leaders” campaign 

 

Over the last two years, around 100 young men and woman have successfully graduated from 

our Young Political Leaders courses, which provided them with the knowledge and tools needed 

to be effective political leaders in the Arab community. Of these 100 young graduates, 20 

decided to utilize their newly acquired skills  and lead  a non-partisan campaign to raise 

awareness of the upcoming elections, and the importance of voting . This action fulfills the 

course’s original goal to create a new generation of active Arab leaders.   

 

The campaign is operating digitally as well as on the ground. The group hands out stickers and 

pamphlets at public events and on the streets. Furthermore, since the beginning of the 

campaign, the young leaders have encouraged25 Arab town mayors to sign a declaration which 

calls upon their towns' residents to get out and vote on 17 March.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Iksal’s Head of Council, Abed 

al Salam Darawshe, signing the 

campaign. 
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On 21 February the young leaders organized a conference in Shfaram attracting first-time-

voters. Around 250 first-time-voters attended a panel discussion hosted by TAFI. Panel 

participants included the head of the Joint Arab List, Ayman Odeh; number three on the Meretz 

list, Issawi Frej; and number 17 on the Zionist Camp list, Zoher Bahalul.  

 

 

Panelists at the First-Time-Voters Conference in Shfaram 

 

“It’s Our Future Too” Facebook campaign 

TAFI launched a digital campaign on social media to promote the issue of Arab-Jewish relations 

in Israel, and the unique needs of the Arab minority which should be included within each party 

platform, across the political spectrum. Our goal is for politicians from all the parties to 

recognize that the only viable future for Israel is through promoting a shared future between 

Arab and Jewish citizens. “No matter who you support, support shared society.”  

 

Above: Graduates of our Young Leaders 

Course standing with the Head of Council 

of Deir al-Asad, Ahmed Dabbah, after he 

signed the campaign. 

 

Above: A young leader 

explaining the campaign 

to the Head of Bustan al-

Marj Regional Council, 

Ahmed Mustafa Zoabi. 
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The campaign’s Facebook page, a collaboration of TAFI and Shatil, aims to increase discussion 

about the importance of including these issues in the pre-election public discourse and boost 

our direct advocacy efforts with the political parties. 

 

The page's content includes posters with members of our young leadership groups explaining 

why they want to vote, which portray a realistic and direct portrait of the Arab voter, as well as 

relevant statements from politicians (including video clips), and op-eds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Umm al-Fahem Young Leadership Course Graduate, Fatma Azab, says, “I want to vote because I care about my future.” 

 

Since the campaign's launch on 3 February: 

 Over 106,100 people have visited the Facebook page; 

 Over 358,000 people were exposed to content from the Facebook page; 

 Over 7,700 people clicked on our posts;  

 The Facebook page has reached over 1,070 “Likes”.  

 

Participating coalitions  

TAFI actively participate in numerous coalitions operating single- issue campaigns around the 

elections, including: 

(1) The Coalition Against Racism –launched a campaign for "Elections without Racism" that 

includes: 

 Preparing an "Elections Against Racism" document to be signed by political parties and 

an accompanying social media campaign;  

 Media reactions to racist statements or campaigns;   

 Legal action against racism during the elections – for example, the coalition filed a 

petition to the general election committee against the nomination of Baruch Marzel, 

https://www.facebook.com/our.future.too
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who was a follower of Rabbi Meir Kahane, and is running at the Yachad party led by Eli 

Yishay; as well as petitions against specific racist campaign videos. 

 

 

The hearing at the Knesset on February 12th regarding the petition  

 

(2) The Forum of Organizations for Education for a Shared Society: 

The Forum is a platform for joint action among organizations associated with education for 

shared living. It conducted an attitude survey among the general public and teachers regarding 

the effects of the summer's Gaza war on racism among students, and on perceptions regarding 

the importance of education for shared living. This was followed by an online campaign calling 

on the Minister of Education to adopt the 2009 Issawi-Salomon report for education for a 

shared society. 

 

On 16 February, the forum coordinated a conference entitled, "The 2015 Elections: Choosing 

Education for a Shared Society", where politicians from five parties presented their agenda on 

education for shared living. The conference opened with the screening of a video describing 

racism in Israeli society, its effect on education and the need to adopt the Issawi-Salomon 

report, and was followed by a panel of politicians facilitated by Haaretz education analyst Or 

Kashti.  
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The Panel of politicians at the conference on February 16
th

 

 

As the elections date approaches, TAFI’s political participation campaign will carry on. A few 

weeks following 17 March we will be sending out a final report, so please stay tuned.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 


